
 

 Sudoku uses pure logic and requires no math to solve. It is a number-
placing puzzle based on a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the number 1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each 
row, each column and each 3x3 box contains the same number only once.

Across

1.  Pastime
6.  Bear dad
10.  Barracks
14.  Emanation
15.  A party to
16.  Chinese horn
17.  Battle remnants
18.  Exclusively
19.  Like lady Godiva
20.  If follower
21.  Warning float
22.  Following
23.  Encumbrance
25.  Belem
27.  Spoke like Morris
30.  Galactic mass
34.  1956 hit by Gene Vincent "Bebop -----"
35.  Emery board feature
38.  A Darling dog
39.  Stick out like a sore thumb
40.  Boxer's aide
43.  Cry on a set
44.  Anomalous
45.  Current with
46.  Clear blue sky
48.  Unlock again
51.  Holy sculptures
52.  2-D measure
54.  Dance to chants
55.  Thin, light fabric
58.  Not that
60.  Comic strip moppet
64.  Anatomical network
65.  Bank deal
66.  Frat party outfits
67.  Bouquet
68.  Comfy
69.  Unwieldy fellows
70.  Champagne sounds
71.  Editor's order
72.  Basketry willow

Down

1.  Biblical word for have
2.  Pained cry
3.  Highland hillside
4.  Mouse catcher
5.  Affirmative reply
6.  Holy
7.  AD part
8.  Sea anemone or hydra
9.  Even the slightest
10.  Chat
11.  Be next to
12.  Manner
13.  Baron, e.g.
21.  Abbot or Collier
22.  Beatitudes verb
24.  Clean and tidy
26.  Add to the pot
27.  Captain's superior
28.  Avoid captivity
29.  Beat
31.  Full-length

32.  Dern of films
33.  Chips in chips
35.  Break in continuity
36.  Brazilian city
37.  Caravansary
41.  Ancient inscription
42.  Balustrade
47.  Eager, plus
49.  Identifying documents
50.  Anteceding
51.  Infection indication
53.  Do penance
54.  Be contingent
55.  Batch
56.  Perform again
57.  At the peak of
59.  Drag a load
61.  Citrus hybrid
62.  Erie and Tahoe
63.  Cold war power
65.  Dr. Tim's drug
66.  Even if, informally
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US U D O K

as true, and judgment will be 
rendered in favor of the plaintiffs 
and against you as defendants, 
quieting the title of the plaintiffs, 
Patrick T. Curry and Tamara L. 
Curry, to the following described 
real estate:
The East 50 feet of the following 
described tract of land:
A tract of land in Lot 16, FINLEY 
ADDITION to the City of Miami, 
Ottawa County, Oklahoma, 
according to the recorded 
Plat thereof, more particularly 
described as follows,, to-wit: 
Beginning at a point 157 feet 
East and 30 feet North of the 
Southwest corner of Lot 16; 
thence North 120 feet; 
thence East 200 feet; 
thence South 120 feet; 
thence West 200 feet to the point 
of beginning.
and granting plaintiffs such other 
and further relief as may be just 
and equitable.
Dated this 31st day of March, 
2026. 

CASSIE KEY, COURT CLERK,
OTTAWA COUNTY, OKLAHOMA

By:/s/ Fawn Henry                      
Deputy

(SEAL)
Charles W. Chesnut, OBA #1648
Attorney for Plaintiffs
34 First Avenue N. E.
Miami, Oklahoma 74354
918-542-1845

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Published in the Afton-Fairland 
American Thursday, April 9, 16, and 
23, 2026)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
OTTAWA COUNTY, OKLAHOMA
Francisco Salas and Yeni 
Salas, husband and wife,
Plaintiffs,
vs.   
Donna Young, Terrah Waterman, 
and Silas Eugene Brock, all 
if living, and if deceased, 
their unknown successors; 
and the County Treasurer of 
Ottawa County, Oklahoma,
Defendants.

No. CV-2026-35
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
TO: Donna Young, Terrah 
Waterman, and Silas Eugene 
Brock, all if living, and if deceased, 
their unknown successors.
You are hereby notified that you 
have been sued in the above 
styled case in the District Court of 
Ottawa County, Oklahoma.  You 
must answer the Petition filed 
herein on or before the 21st day 
of May, 2026, or the allegations 
of plaintiffs’ Petition will be taken 
as true, and judgment will be 
rendered in favor of the plaintiffs 
and against you as defendants, 
quieting the title of the plaintiffs, 
Francisco Salas and Yeni Salas, 
to the following described real 
estate:

The South 5 feet of Lot 15, and all 
of Lot 16, in Block 3 of Castle Park 
Addition, City of Miami, Ottawa 
County, Oklahoma, according to 
the recorded plat thereof,
and granting plaintiffs such other 
and further relief as may be just 
and equitable.
Dated this 7th day of April, 2026.

CASSIE KEY, COURT CLERK,
OTTAWA COUNTY, OKLAHOMA

By:/s/ Amanda Severs           
Deputy

(SEAL)
Charles W. Chesnut, OBA #1648
Attorney for Plaintiffs
34 First Avenue N. E.
Miami, Oklahoma 74354
918-542-1845

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Published in the Afton-Fairland 
American Thursday, April 9, 2026) 

OTTAWA COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER’S 
MEETING MINUTES 

March 25, 2026
The Ottawa County Board of 
Commissioners met in special 
session at 9:30AM. on Monday, 
March 25, 2026 with the following 
members present: Chairman Mike 
Furnas, Commissioners Robert 
Clark and Scott Hilton. Notice of 
the meeting was posted at the 
south door of the Ottawa County 
Courthouse March 11, 2026 
at 8:33 A.M. Commissioners’ 
Meeting Agendas and Minutes 
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HELP WANTED

CNA, CMA, or RCA 

Apply at 

Homestead Residential 

Care Facility 

Must be able to pass OSBI 

Background Check. 

Offering Health Insurance 

and AFLAC 

35284 S 4440 RD Vinita

918-782-9969

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Published in the Afton-Fairland 
American Thursday, March 26, April 
2 & 9, 2026)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
OTTAWA COUNTY, OKLAHOMA
SHEILAH HILL,
Plaintiff,
vs.   
The Heirs, Executors, 
Administrators, Devisees, 
Trustees, and Assigns of ELLEN 
MAXINE HILDRETH, Deceased, 
Defendants.

No. CV-2026-30
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA 
TO: The heirs, executors, 
administrators, devisees, 
trustees, and assigns of Ellen 
Maxine Hildreth, deceased
You are hereby notified that a 
petition has been filed in the above 
styled case and Court, asking for a 
determination of the heirs of Ellen 
Maxine Hildreth, and you must 
answer the Petition filed herein 
on or before the 7th day of May, 
2026, or the allegations will be 
taken as true, and judgment will 
be rendered in favor of the plaintiff 
and against you as defendants 
determining the heirs at law of 
Ellen Maxine Hildreth, deceased, 
to be Dell Hildreth and Sheilah Hill 
insofar as the following property is 
concerned:
SE¼ NW¼ NW¼ of Section 21, 
Township 27 North, Range 25 
East of the Indian Meridian; 
LESS
E½ E½ SE¼ NW¼ NW¼ 
containing 2½ acres more or less; 
and a tract of land described as 
follows:   
Starting at the NE Corner of  SE¼ 
NW¼ NW¼; 
thence 208 feet 7 inches west to 
point of beginning; 
thence 103.5 feet south; 
thence 208 feet 7 inches west; 
thence 103.5 feet north; 
thence 208 feet 7 inches east to 
the point of beginning, containing 
1/2 acre more or less, all in Section 
21, Township 27 North, Range 
25 East of the Indian Meridian, 
Ottawa County, Oklahoma,
and granting plaintiff such other 
and further relief as may be just 
and equitable.
Dated this 24th day of March, 
2026.

CASSIE KEY, COURT CLERK
OTTAWA COUNTY, OKLAHOMA

 By:/s/ Fawn Henry                              
                    Deputy
Charles W. Chesnut, OBA #1648
Attorney for Plaintiff
34 First Avenue N.E.
Miami, Oklahoma 74354
918-542-1845

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Published in the Afton-Fairland 
American Thursday, April 2 and 
Thursday, April 9, 2026)

NOTICE OF FILING PERIOD 

FOR ELECTION

OF DISTRICT DIRECTOR

TO ALL PERSONS 

INTERESTED:

Notice is hereby given that any 
person who is a registered voter 
and a resident of the Ottawa County 
Conservation District and has entered 
into or will enter into a Cooperator 
Agreement with the Directors of said 
District, may have their name placed 
on the official ballot of the District 
Director Election of said District 
for Position Number 1 by filing 
a Notification and Declaration of 
Candidacy with said District located 
at 630 E. Steve Owens Blvd., Miami, 
OK 74354 between the dates of May 

OFFICE ASSISTANT
The Vinita Daily Journal is currently seeking 

an Office Assistant. 
Candidates must have knowledge of 

InDesign and Adobe Photoshop, and experience 
working with Macintosh Computers. Strong 

organizational skills, ability to multi-task, 

and a proficiency to maintain multiple 
project deadlines a must.

Hours are Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Pick up an application at the 
Vinita Daily Journal • 138 S. Wilson, Vinita
or email resume to vdj@vinitanews.com

Advertising 

Sales Representative

• Prior advertising sales experience 
preferred but not required

• This is challenging position that 
offers excellent opportunities

• Must have dependable transportation, 
be willing to work independently and 

be willing to excel at this position

Send resume to: 

Janet Link, P.O. Box 328, Vinita, OK 74301 or

stop by the Vinita Daily Journal, 138 S. Wilson St., Vinita

1 - May 14, 2026. Notification and 
Declaration of Candidacy forms may 
be obtained at the above location 
or on the Oklahoma Conservation 
Commission website. Completed 
forms must be returned to the above 
district location before close of 
business on the last day of the filing 
period. The Election will be held on 
Tuesday, June 2, 2026.
Board of Directors Representative: 

Justin Miller, Chair
Attest: Shirley G. Hudson, 

District Manager

(Published in the Afton-Fairland 
American Thursday, April 2 and 
Thursday, April 9, 2026)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
OTTAWA COUNTY, OKLAHOMA
In the Matter of the 
Estate of DORIS DEAN 
SANDERS, Deceased.

No. PB-2025-50
NOTICE OF HEARING 

FINAL ACCOUNT,
PETITION FOR 

DETERMINATION OF
HEIRSHIP, AND FOR 

DISTRIBUTION OF ESTATE
Notice is hereby given that the 
duly appointed and qualified 
Personal Representative of the 
above-captioned estate has filed 
in this Court the Final Account and 
Report of the administration of this 
estate, Petition for Determination 
of Heirship, Distribution of 
this estate, and Discharge of 
such Personal Representative.  
Hearing of the same has been 
fixed for the 29th day of April 
2026, at 1:30 P.M., before the 
Honorable R. Matt Whalen, 
Judge of the District Court, in 
District Courtroom Number 3 of 
the Ottawa County Court House, 
Miami, Oklahoma, and all persons 
interested in this estate are 
notified then and there to appear 
and show cause, if any they have, 
why such account should not be 
settled and allowed, the estate 
distributed, and the Personal 
Representative discharged.
Dated this 31st day of March, 
2026.

/s/ R. Matt Whalen                      
Judge of the District Court

Charles W. Chesnut, OBA #1648
Attorney for Personal 
Representative
34 First Avenue N. E.
Miami, Oklahoma 74354
918-542-1845

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Published in the Afton-Fairland 
American Thursday, April 2,  
Thursday, April 9 and Thursday, 
April 16, 2026)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
OTTAWA COUNTY, OKLAHOMA
Patrick T. Curry and Tamara 
L. Curry, husband and wife,
Plaintiffs,
vs.
Jonathan M. Yost and Regina L. 
Yost, if living, and if deceased, 
their unknown successors; 
and the County Treasurer of 
Ottawa County, Oklahoma.
Defendants.

No. CV-2026-33
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA TO: 
Jonathan M. Yost and Regina L. 
Yost, if living, and if deceased, 
their unknown successors.
You are hereby notified that you 
have been sued in the above 
styled case in the District Court of 
Ottawa County, Oklahoma.  You 
must answer the Petition filed 
herein on or before the 14th day 
of May, 2026, or the allegations 
of plaintiffs’ Petition will be taken 

can also be found online at 
ottawa.okcounties.org.
1. Call to order.
2. Pledge of allegiance.
3. Request to approve payroll.
4. Motion by Clark, second by 
Hilton, to adjourn. By vote: Hilton, 
aye; Clark, aye; Furnas, aye.

Mike Furnas, Chairman
Robyn Mitchell, County Clerk

JOB 
OPPORTUNITY

Cleora Public School

Multi-Sport Coach 

& P.E. Teacher

Cleora Public School is cur-

rently accepting applications 

for a Multi-Sport Coach & 

P.E. Teacher for the 2026-

2027 school year. Individ-

uals must possess the prop-

er Oklahoma certification. 
Please send a letter of inter-

est, resume, teaching certifi-

cate, and references to Ken-

ny Guthrie, Superintendent, 

Cleora School, 451358 East 

295 Road, Afton, OK 74331 

or via email to kguthrie@

cleora.net. 

Cleora is a 2023 National 

Blue Ribbon School located 

on Grand Lake in Northeast 

Oklahoma. We provide sup-

port, instill strong discipline, 

and require high expectations 

while receiving great parent/

community support. We pay 

$4,720 above the minimum 

pay scale combined with a 

true District-Paid Retirement 

package along with other 

incentives and perks. Here 

at Cleora, we are proud to 

say we are a high-achieving 

school “Where Learning Is 

#1”. Come join us!

TOWN OF AFTON SEEKING INTERESTED 

INDIVIDUALS FOR TOWN TREASURER POSITION

The Town of Afton is seeking a reliable and detail-oriented 

individual to serve as Town Treasurer. This role is essential 

in maintaining the financial health and accountability of our 
community.

The Treasurer is an elected office, not a salaried town 
employee. Due to the resignation of the current officeholder, 
the Town Board will appoint a qualified individual to fill 
the vacancy. The appointee will serve until the next general 

election, at which point they must run for the seat to 

continue in the role. The position carries a quarterly stipend 

of $75.00 but otherwise is not a paid position.

Interested individuals should contact the Afton City 

Manager to be considered for appointment.

Key Responsibilities:

   • Manage town funds and financial records
   • Track receipts, expenses, and balances
   • Prepare financial reports as needed
   • Ensure compliance with applicable regulations
Minimum Qualifications:
   • Prior financial experience (accounting, bookkeeping, or 
similar)

   • Strong attention to detail and organization
   • Basic knowledge of budgeting and financial practices
   • Must live in the Town limits of Afton Ok.
Preferred:

   • Experience with municipal or public funds
   • Familiarity with accounting software

Apply Today!

Submit your application and resume to the Town Office by 
April 6, 2026.

Help keep Afton financially strong

JOB OPPORTUNITY

OKLAHOMA 
CLASSIFIED

AD NETWORK
FOR MORE INFO CALL  

1-888-815-2672

WANT TO BUY

OLD GUITAR$ WANTED!  LARRY 
BRING$ CA$H for vintage USA  
guitars, tube amps, banjos, mandolins, 
etc. Fender, Gibson, Martin, Gretsch, 
others. Call or text 918-288-2222.  
www.stringswest.com

AUCTION

AUCTION, April 14th (17201 S. Hwy 
81, Bison, Garfield Co., OK): 6,080 ± 
SF Commercial Bldg. with Living Qtrs. * 
5.5 ± acres * WigginsAuctioneers.com *  
580-233-3066

ONLINE AUCTION

OIL & GAS MINERAL AUCTION- 
4/16th @ 2 PM (Online Only): 1,332 
+/- NMA | Garfield, Alfalfa, Major 
Woods, Kay & Carter Co., OK |  
Producing & Nonproducing Minerals 
| INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY | 
WigginsAuctioneers.com | 580-233-3066

GUN SHOW

WORLD’S LARGEST GUN SHOW - April 
11 & 12 - Tulsa, OK Fairgrounds. Saturday 
8-6, Sunday 8-4. WANEMACHER’S 
TULSA ARMS SHOW. Free appraisals. 
Bring your guns! www.TulsaArmsShow.
com

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE

Put your message where it matters most 
– IN OKLAHOMA NEWSPAPERS. We 
can place your ad in 134 newspapers.  
For more information or to place an 
ad, contact Landon Cobb at  
(405) 499-0022 or toll-free in OK at 
1-888-815-2672.
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Full Color 

Vinyl Banners

Seamless up to 16’x150’
13 oz., 15 oz. or 18 oz. weight

Contact Janet Link

to order or with any questions 

918-256-6422 or 918-639-8921

Inside the Vinita Daily Journal • 138 S. Wilson • Vinita, OK

VINITA PRINTING COMPANY

Legals
PUBLIC NOTICE

(Published in the Afton-Fairland 
American Thursday, April 9 and 
Thursday, April 16, 2026) 

Oklahoma Drinking Water 
State Revolving Fund

Advertisement for Bids 
Notice to Bidders

Notice is hereby given that 
Ottawa Rural Water District #4 
hereinafter called the “Owner” will 
receive sealed bids at the Ottawa 
RWD#4 office at 19055 S. HWY 
125 Fairland Oklahoma, until 
2:00pm on April 30th, 2026.

Drinking Water — Water 
Meter Replacement
DWSRF Project No. 

P40-2005801-01
Item No. Quantity Unit Item 
Description
1 950 Ea. Water Meter AMR
2 950 Ea. 18” Meter Box
3 950 Ea. Meter Box Lid
4 950 Ea. Tandem Coppersetter
5 1 Ea. Drive B System Tablet 
and Software 
6 1 Ea. Installation (per 
specifications)
All bids received at said time 
shall be publicly opened and read 
aloud. All work shall be performed 
and all construction and material 
used and furnished shall be 
in accordance with the Plans 
and Specifications prepared by 
LeBlanc Engineering_ and on file 
in the office of the Ottawa County 
RWD #4.
The Notice to Bidders, Form of 
Bid, Form of Contract, Plans 
and Specifications, Forms of 
Bid Bond, Performance and 
Statutory Payment Bond, and 
other Contract Documents may 
be examined at the following:
1. Ottawa County RWD #4
19055 S. HWY 125 
Fairland, Oklahoma 74343
2. LeBlanc Engineering
1536 Echota Ave.
Tahlequah, OK 74644
A complete set of Plans and 
Specifications to prospective 
bidders may be obtained at 
above described office upon 
payment of $0.00. Please email 
Cason LeBlanc at Cason@
leblancengineering.com to 
request plans and specs.
Each bidder shall accompany 
his original bid, with a certified 
or Cashier’s Check on a solvent 
bank located in Oklahoma or a 
Bidder’s Bond, in the amount of 
five (5) percent of the amount 
bid, as a guarantee of his ability 
to perform the contract bid upon, 
and that he will enter into a 
written contract with the Owner to 
perform said work and/or furnish 
said materials in accordance with 
said specifications and furnish 
the required bonds within ten (10) 
days after the acceptance of his 
bid.
The deposit will be retained by 
the Owner as, and for, liquidated 
damages in case the successful 
bidder fails to enter in said contract 
and furnish the required bonds 
provided for in the specifications 
within the time required. Deposit 
of the unsuccessful bidders will 
be returned upon the execution of 
the Contract and required bonds.
Each bidder shall accompany his 
bid with a DW- 412 Noncollusion 
Affidavit and a DW-413 Business 
Relationships Affidavit in writing 
displaying that the Bidder has 
not directly or indirectly entered 
into an agreement, express of 
implied, with any other bidder or 
the price or amount of such bid 
or any bids, the limiting of the 
bids or bidders, the paying to 
anyone any money for promotion 
expenses, the parceling or 
farming out to any bidder or 
bidders or other persons of any 
part of the contract or any part of 
the subject matter of the bid or of 
the profits thereof.
Performance, Maintenance 
and Statutory Payment Bonds 
in the amount of 100% of the 
contract price with a Corporate 
Surety licensed in Oklahoma 
and approved by the Owner 
and Engineer, will be required 
for the faithful performance of 
the contract. A Maintenance 
Bond guaranteeing the repair 
of all damage due to improper 
materials or workmanship for a 
period of one (l ) year , after the 
acceptance of the work by the 
Owner, will be required.
This project is to be financed by 
a loan from the Oklahoma Water 
Resources Board through the 
Department of Environmental 
Quality Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund (DWSRF) and 
shall be referred to as DWSRF 
Project No. P40-2005801-01.
A. ”Equal Opportunity in 
Employment: All qualified 
applicants will receive 
considerations for employment 
without regard to race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, age 
or physical handicap. Bidders 
on this work will be required 
to comply with the President’s 
Executive Order No. 11246, as 
amended. The requirements for 
bidders and contractors under 
this order are explained in the 
specifications. ‘
B. “Each bidder must fully 

comply with the requirement, 
terms and conditions of the 
Department of Environmental 
Quality Small, Minority, Women’s 
Businesses Requirements 
including affirmative steps to 
contract with small, minority and 
women’s businesses during the 
performance of this contract. 
The bidder commits itself to the 
affirmative steps to contract with 
small, minority and women’s 
businesses contained herein and 
all other requirements, terms and 
conditions of these bid conditions 
by submitting a properly signed 
bid.
Requirements are contained in 
DEQ Guidance and Procedures, 
DW-700. “
C. “All bidders must comply with 
the Anti-Kickback Act and the 
Contract Work Hours Standards 
Act. ‘
D. “Davis Bacon Act wage 
rules shall apply. All laborers 
and mechanics employed by 
contractors and subcontractors 
on projects funded directly by or 
assisted in whole or in part by and 
through the Federal Government 
shall be paid wages at rates not 
less than those prevailing on 
projects of a character similar in 
the locality as determined by the 
Secretary of Labor in accordance 
with subchapter IV of Chapter 
3 1 of Title 40, United States 
Code. The Department of Labor 
provides all pertinent information 
related to compliance with labor 
standards, including prevailing 
wage rates and instructions for 
reporting. For more information 
please refer to http://www.sam.
gov.”
E. “American Iron and Steel 
provisions also apply to projects 
funded directly by or assisted in 
whole or in part by and through 
the Federal Government pursuant 
to the Safe Drinking Water Act, 
Section 1452(a)(4), requiring that 
all iron and steel products used 
for a project for the construction, 
alteration, maintenance or repair 
of a public water system are 
produced in the United States.”
F. System for Award Management 
(SAM) registration is required for 
all DWSRF program applicants 
and
Awardees (Entities, prime 
contractors, subcontractors, 
vendors) in order to be awarded 
contracts by the DWSRF 
program. SAM replaces Central 
Contractor Registration/Federal 
Agency Registration, Online
No formal pre-bid meeting will 
be held. Bidders are to acquaint 
themselves with the scope of 
work, specifications, meters and 
all appurtenances described 
herein.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Published in the Afton-Fairland American 
Thursday, April 9, 2026. 

DELAWARE COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER’S MEETING 

MINUTES
March 31, 2026

The Board of County Commission-
ers of Delaware County met in Reg-
ular Session at 9:00 a.m. on March 
31, 2026.  The agenda was posted 
March 30, 2026, at 8:27 a.m. and 
placed in the kiosk on the courthouse 
lawn as well as the county website.  
Members of the Board present were 
Commissioner David Poindex-
ter-Chairman, Commissioner Jake 
Callihan-Member, Commissioner 
David Beck-Member and County 
Clerk Barbara Barnes. The Board of 
Delaware County Commissioners is 
hereby authorized to act on the fol-
lowing items: 
The meeting was called to order by 
Chairman Poindexter followed by 
the flag salute and roll call. All mem-
bers were present. 
AGENDA #1 - A motion was made 
by Commissioner Callihan and sec-
onded by Commissioner Beck to 
determine that notice of meeting and 
agenda for this meeting was prop-
erly posted in accordance with the 
Oklahoma Open Meeting Act.  Roll 
call:  Commissioner Poindexter-yes; 
Commissioner Callihan-yes; and 
Commissioner Beck-yes.  Motion 
carried.
AGENDA #2-A motion was made 
by Commissioner Callihan and 
seconded by Commissioner Beck 
to approve introductions and an-
nouncements. In addition to the 
commissioners and Commission-
ers’ Assistant Kathy Parker, Rocky 
Carroll, Election Board Secretary 
Crystal January, ADA Pam Ireland, 
Carolyn Boothe, Mike Major, Emer-
gency Management Director Jeff 
Reeves, Jack Wood, Monkey Island 
Fire Chief Carl Tesreau, Human Re-
sources Director Vicki Cossairt and 
Jason Nelson introduced themselves. 
Roll call:  Commissioner Poindex-
ter-yes; Commissioner Callihan-yes; 
and Commissioner Beck-yes.  Mo-
tion carried. 
AGENDA #3- A motion was made 
by Commissioner Callihan and sec-
onded by Commissioner Beck to 
approve the minutes for the regular 
meeting dated March 24, 2026, and 
the Special Meeting March 26, 2026. 
Roll call:  Commissioner Poindex-
ter-yes; Commissioner Callihan 

-yes; and Commissioner Beck-yes.  
Motion carried. 
AGENDA #4 A motion was made 
by Commissioner Callihan and sec-
onded by Commissioner Beck to ap-
prove payment of claims submitted 
by the County Clerk 
Roll call:  Commissioner Poindex-
ter-yes; Commissioner Callihan-yes; 
and Commissioner Beck-yes. Mo-
tion carried.
AGENDA #5 – This item was not 
needed as no monthly reports were 
submitted by officers.
AGENDA #6 - A motion was made 
by Commissioner Callihan and sec-
onded by Commissioner Beck for 
approval of citizen’s participation or 
comments. All comments must per-
tain to today’s agenda items. Speak-
ers should hold their comments to 
three minutes. Roll call:  Commis-
sioner Poindexter-yes; Commission-
er Callihan-yes; and Commissioner 
Beck-yes. Motion carried. There 
were none.
AGENDA #7- A motion was made 
by Commissioner Callihan and sec-
onded by Commissioner Beck to 
open the floor for new business. Roll 
call:  Commissioner Poindexter-yes; 
Commissioner Callihan-yes; and 
Commissioner Beck-yes. Motion 
carried. There was none.
AGENDA #8- A motion was made 
by Commissioner Callihan and sec-
onded by Commissioner Beck to 
hear Human Resources report by 
HR Director Vicki Cossairt. Roll 
call:  Commissioner Poindexter-yes; 
Commissioner Callihan-yes; and 
Commissioner Beck-yes. Motion 
carried.
Cossairt reminded everyone Friday 
is a holiday and the courthouse will 
be closed. Elected officials slated 
for filing must do so this week from 
April 1 to April 3. Election Board 
Secretary Crystal January said today 
is the last day to change your party 
affiliation for the upcoming prima-
ry. She restated filing will be done 
in her office Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Friday. Early voting is this week 
for school elections and some bond 
questions.
Cossairt said public employees have 
student debt relief available. She 
gave elected officials printed infor-
mation to pass on to any employee 
who might need the service.
Cossairt said the county has had a 
couple of injuries lately and she and 
Emergency Management Director 
Jeff Reeves will be doing root cause 
inquiries this morning to determine 
the cause of the injuries and if any-
thing can be done in the future to 
prevent the injury from happening 
again.
AGENDA #9- A motion was made 
by Commissioner Callihan and sec-
onded by Commissioner Beck to ap-
prove contracts for Delaware County 
Election Board for fiscal year 2026-
2027, tabled from the March 24 
meeting. January said the contracts 
are for postage and printing. Roll 
call:  Commissioner Poindexter-yes; 
Commissioner Callihan-yes; and 
Commissioner Beck-yes. Motion 
carried. 
AGENDA #10- A motion was made 
by Commissioner Callihan and sec-
onded by Commissioner Beck to sign 
agreement between the county and 
ODOT for project #JP-31224(04) 
Bridge #30 in District #1. Roll call:  
Commissioner Poindexter-yes; 
Commissioner Callihan-yes; and 
Commissioner Beck-yes. Motion 
carried. Poindexter said the Cher-
okee Nation is helping finance this 
project which is part of three projects 
on Stand Watie Road that will cost 
approximately $3 milliion.
AGENDA #11- A motion was made 
by Commissioner Callihan and 
seconded by Commissioner Beck 
to approve a bid from Bear Lake 
Contracting LLC for Flint Ridge 1 
Amended Lots 9 and 10 in Block 6 
of the Highland Area in the amount 
of $40 on behalf of the County 
Treasurer. Roll call:  Commissioner 
Poindexter-yes; Commissioner Cal-
lihan-yes; and Commissioner Beck-
yes. Motion carried. 
AGENDA #12- No action was taken 
on this item.
AGENDA #13- A motion was made 
by Commissioner Callihan and sec-
onded by Commissioner Beck to 
receive and forward to the District 
Attorney’s Office case #CJ-2026-
13, NEO Concrete Materials, Inc. 
vs. Palm’s Concrete LLC, Et Al. 
ADA Ireland said she got a notice 
this case has been dismissed without 
prejudice, meaning it is over. Roll 
call:  Commissioner Poindexter-yes; 
Commissioner Callihan-yes; and 
Commissioner Beck-yes. Motion 
carried. 
AGENDA #14- A motion was made 
by Commissioner Callihan and sec-
onded by Commissioner Beck to ad-
journ the meeting at 9:13 a.m. Roll 
call:  Commissioner Poindexter-yes; 
Commissioner Callihan-yes; and 
Commissioner Beck-yes. Motion 
carried.
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April is designated as 

National Child Abuse 

Prevention Month, a time 

for communities across the 

nation to come together and 

raise awareness so that every 

child has the opportunity to 

grow up free from abuse and 

neglect. 

A sure sign April has 

arrived is when CASA 

KIDZ start appearing in 

various business windows 

and locations around Ottawa 

County. Each year, during 

the month of April, CASA 

of Northeast Oklahoma hosts 

their annual CASA KIDZ 

(formerly known as the Paper 

Doll Project) where area 

businesses, organizations, 

churches, and individuals 

are asked to sponsor “foster” 

CASA KIDZ. CASA KIDZ 

are wooden cutouts of a 

small child, size 3T to 4T, 

which they name, dress, and 

display in their business or 

public location. This brings 

awareness to the plight of 

children living in foster care 

and the need for additional 

CASA volunteer advocates, 

while raising needed 

financial support so CASA 
of Northeast Oklahoma can 

recruit and train enough 

CASA volunteer advocates 

so every child can have one 

available to be assigned to 

their case.

“We changed the name 

to CASA KIDZ because 

we think it better explains 

why the wooden cutouts of 

children are displayed each 

year. Each wooden cutout 

symbolizes the stories of 

children in our community 

living in foster care and are 

a reminder that there are 

children every day looking 

for a safe and permanent 

loving home where they can 

be secure, grow, and thrive. 

Something most people take 

for granted,” said Executive 

Director of CASA of 

Northeast Oklahoma Emily 

Bowling.      

CASA KIDZ is held each 

year in Ottawa County and 

the other five counties (Craig, 
Delaware, Mayes, Rogers, 

and Washington) in northeast 

Oklahoma CASA provides 

services to children living 

in foster care. The county 

raising the most money is 

awarded the traveling trophy 

which can display for the 

next year.

“While the wooden cutouts 

wear a size 3T or 4T, we want 

to remind everyone foster 

children come in all sizes. 

Foster children may range 

from birth through 18. We 

are asking for donations of 

new clothing with the tags 

still attached, because we see 

the great pride these children 

take in receiving a new piece 

of clothing, some for the first 
time. All clothing will stay 

in the county in which it is 

collected,” said Bowling. 

“We find that CASA 
KIDZ is a community 

favorite project. We have 

five sponsorship levels, so 
everyone has the opportunity 

to join in and show their 

support for children living in 

foster care,” said Bowling.                         

Sponsorship levels: 

*Platinum - $1,000 (sponsor 

receives 5 CASA KIDZ), 

*Gold - $750 (sponsor 

receives 4 CASA KIDZ), 

*Silver - $500 (sponsor 

receives 3 CASA KIDZ), 

*Bronze - $250 (sponsor 

receives 2 CASA KIDZ), 

*Individual - $100 (sponsor 

receives 1 CASA KID). 

The good news is there is 

still time to join in. Just 

contact Mark at 918-694-

2510 or mark@casaneok.

org and let him know you 

want to participate and he 

will make sure that your 

CASA KID or CASA KIDZ 

are delivered right away. 

 

“I wish I could tell you we 

have enough CASA volunteer 

advocates to meet the need 

for the number of foster 

children who need them, but 

we don’t, not even close,” 

said Bowling. “Last year we 

provided advocacy services 

to 160 children on 86 cases 

with 56 volunteers.  57% of 

those children were aged 0-5, 

which is statistically the most 

vulnerable age group for 

abuse and neglect. These are 

the children who may not have 

a voice yet or are just finding 
their voice, so advocacy 

for them during a time of 

abuse and neglect is vital.   

 

“We need more volunteers 

and funding to be able to 

recruit, train, and supervise 

those volunteers so no child 

does not have a CASA 

volunteer available to provide 

a voice for them in court. 

That’s why in 2026 our goal 

is to recruit 26 new CASA 

volunteer advocates through 

our ‘26 In 2026’ campaign to 

help meet the need. A simple 

number with a substantial 

impact.”

For more information 

about CASA of Northeast 

Oklahoma and volunteer and 

donation opportunities, visit 

casaneok.org  or call 918-

923-7276.  

Incorporated in May 

1995, CASA (then Tri-

County CASA) was formed 

serving Craig, Mayes, 

and Rogers Counties. It is 

now a regional program 

serving six counties (Craig, 

Delaware, Mayes, Ottawa, 

Rogers, and Washington) in 

northeast Oklahoma, plus 

the Shawnee Tribal Court. 

In 2025, CASA of Northeast 

Oklahoma celebrated its 

30th year anniversary of 

providing advocacy services 

and making a difference. 

CASA of Northeast 

Oklahoma’s mission is 

to “advance the welfare 

of northeast Oklahoma 

children through best interest 

child advocacy and family 

strengthening efforts that are 

individualized and culturally 

sensitive, and envisions a 

world where every abused 

and neglected child has a 

CASA volunteer appointed 

to represent their best 

interests; where all children 

have a safe, permanent, and 

nurturing home and where 

they can thrive. CASA of 

Northeast Oklahoma is a 

member of the National 

CASA/GAL Association for 

Children, Oklahoma CASA 

Association, and Ottawa 

County United Way.

There is still time to make a difference!


