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PUBLIC NOTICE
(Published in the Aﬂcn Fa\r\and
American January 15, 2026)

N THE DISTRICT COURT

" oF GTTAWA COUNTY,

OKLAHOMA
In the Matter of the Estate of
JOHN DAVID DOTY, Deceased.
No. PB-2026-2
NOTICE OF HEARING
PETITION FOR LETTERS

OF ADMINISTRATION

WITH WILL ANNEXED,
APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL

REPRESENTATIVE, AND
DETERMINATION OF HEIRS,
DEVISEES, AND LEGATEES,

AND APPOINTMENT OF

SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE

Notice Is hereby given to all per-
sons interested in the Estate of
John David Doty, deceased, that
on the 13th day of January, 2026,
Michael H. Dareing produced
and filed in the District Court of
Ottawa County, Oklahoma, an
instrument purporting to be the
Last Will and Testament of John
David Doty, deceased, along with
a Petition asking that this Wil
be admitted to probate and that
Letters of Administration with
Will Annexed issue to Michael H
Dareing appointing him Personal
Representative of this estate to
serve without bond; and for a ju-
dicia determination of the eirs,
devisees, and legatees of the
decedent; and for the appoint-
ment of a successor trustee.
Pursuant to_the Court's Order,
this Petition for Letters of Admin-
istration with Will Annexed and
Appointment of Personal Repre-
sentative, Determination of Heirs,
Devisees, and Legatees; and
Appointment of Successor Trust-
ee will be heard before the Hon-
orable R. Matt Whalen, Judge of
the District Court, in District Court
Room Number 3 of the Ottawa
County Courthouse, Miami, Okla-
homa, on the 28th day of Janu-
ary, 2026, at 1:30 PM., at which
time and place any heir, devi-
see, or legatee of this decedent
may appear and show cause, if
any they have, why this Petition
should not be g
Dated this 13th day of January,
2026

/sl R. Matt Whalen
Judge of the District Court
Charles W. Chesnut, OBA #1648
Attomey for Pe(moner
irst
Mlam\‘ Oklahoma 74354
918-542-1845

PUBLIC NOTICE
Published in the Aftor FurImmA\mnuu\
Thursday, Januray 15,

ELAWARE (‘OUNTY COM-
MlSSlOI\LR s 1\ TING

Jamnir) 63026
The Board of County Commis-
sioners of Delaware County met
in Regular Sesson at 900 am. on
2026. e agenda was

2026, at 8:49 a.m. and

posied Vian

placed in the kiosk on the courthouse
lawn as well as the county website.
Members of the Board present were
Commissioner _ David  Poindex-
ter-Chairman, Commissioner Jake
Callihan-Member, ~ Commissioner
David_Beck-Member and County
Clerk Barbara Barnes. The Board of
Delaware County Commissioners is
hereby authorized to act on the fol-
lowing items:
The meeting was called to order by
Chairman_Poindexter followed by
the flag salute and roll call. All mem-
bers were present
AGENDA #1 - A motion was made
by Commi Callihan and
onded by anmmmne.
determine that notice of meeting and
agenda for this meeting was prop-
y posted in accordance with the
Oklahoma Open Meeting Act. Roll
call: Commissioner Poindexter-yes:
Commissioner Callihan-yes; and
Commissioner Beck-yes. Motion
carrie
AGENDA #2-A motion was made by
Commissioner Callihan and second-
ed by Commissioner Beck to approve
introductions and announcements. In
addition to the commissioners and
county clerk, Commissioners’ As-
sistant Kathy Parker, Election Board
Secretary Crystal January, ADA Pam
Ireland, Rocky and Connie Carroll,
Case Hampton from Bank of Grand
Lake, Fire Department Secretary Te-
resa Gross, Undersheriff Joe White,
Carolyn Boothe, Monkey Island Fire
Chief Carl Testeau, Mike Major
ncy Management Director
T R, Disties Attomey Doug
Pewitt, and County Clerk First Dep-
uty Tayla Douglas introduced them-

selves. Roll call: ~ Commissioner
Poindexter-yes; Commissioner Cal-
lihan-ye: Commissioner Beck-

.
yes. Motion carried.
Poindexter said the installation of
windows and doors that is part of the
continued restoration of the Dela-
ware County School is complete and
it looks great

AGENDA #3- A motion was made
by Commissioner and see-
onded by Commissioner Beck to

choose a chairman for the Board
Roll

of County Commissioners.
call: Commissioner Poindex
Commissioner Callihan -
Commissioner Beck-yes,
carried. A motion was made by C
lihan and seconded by Beck to'r
Commissioner Poindexter as
chairman. Roll call: Commissi
Poindexter-yes; Commissioner Cal-
lihan -yes: and Commissioner Beck-
yes. Motion carries

AGENDA #4- A motion was made
by Commissioner Callihan and sec-
onded by Commissioner Beck to
approve the minutes for the regular
meeting dated December 30, 2025.
Roll call: Commissioner Poindex-
ter-yes; Commissioner _Callihan
-yes; and Commissioner Beck-yes.
Motion carried,

AGENDA #5- A motion was made
by Commissioner Callihan and sec-
onded by Commissioner Beck to
approve payment of claims submit-
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E
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AND SERVICE, 319.94, TIRES 233,
CURTISS TATE TIRES AND SER-
VICE, 772.16, TIRES 234, Leads
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LOR 40 Lm DRL(v TLSTI G 236,
CHEAL LEE,
M(mrr RFIMBUR:FMF\IT 237,
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5 |
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TRANSPORT SERVICES.
TRANSPORT 240,
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Roll call: Commissioner Poindex-

ter-yes; Commissioner Callihan-y
dnd («m\mmmnﬂ Beck-yes. Motio

A(n f\I)A #6 — A motion was made
by Commissioner Callihan and sec-
onded by Commissioner Beck to ap-
prove all monthly reports submitted
by officrs. Roll call: Commissioner

Cal

audit with Alternative Compliance
Examination (ACE) procedures for
fiscal year end and fiscal
year ending 2025 a
tion of official(s) to oversee the fiscal
year ending 2024 and fiscal year end-
ing 2025 federal and financial state-
ments for Delaware County. Roll call:
Commissioner

missioner Callihan-ye:

today from Tulsa, answering Mike
Major’s question about a start date.

AGENDA #10 - A motion was made
Callihan and scc-

hmn yes; and €

by C
onded by C: eck to dis-

yes. Motion carried. Reports were
Submitted by the Treasurer, Assessor.,
Health Department, County Clerk
and Election Board

#7 - A motion was made

AGENDA

approval of citizen's participation or
comments. All comments must per-
tain to today’s agenda item:
should hold their commeni
minutes. Roll call:  Commissioner
Poindexter-yes; Commissioner Cal-
lihan-yes; and Commissioner Beck-
yes. Motion carried.

Rocky Carroll said concerning items
#1.#2 and #7, he thanks the commis
sioners for having a public comment
item. He mentioned House Bill 1252
in connection to this. He also com-
mended the commissioners for the
restoration of the Delaware County
Schoolhouse. He said he is still com-
ing to the meetings in connection to
the care of his family cemetery.

Mike Major asked, concerning item
#9, when'is the start date. Although
he said it seems to be a moot issue, he
asked if the auditor’s office has any
plans to audit the fire departments
since they get sales tax revenue.
AGENDA #8- A motion was made by
Commissioner Callihan and second-
ed by Commissioner Beck to open
the floor for new business. Roll call
: >

There was none.
AGENDA #9- A motion was made by
Commissioner Callihan and seconded
by Commissioner Beck to approve
the Oklahoma State Auditor & In-
spector’s Office engage in a financia

CNA, CMA, or RCA
Apply at
Homestead Residential
Care Facility
Must be able to pass OSBI
Background Check.
Offering Health Insurance
and AFLAC
35284 S 4440 RD Vinita
918-782-9969

cuss with possible action lease with
{ for space to operate bank drive
ch. Roll call:  Commissioner
xter-yes; Commissioner Cal-
lihan-yes; and Commissioner Beck-
yes. Motion caried. Poindexter read
h

B
and outlining the space which will
be leased to operate a drive through
bank. A detailed map was provided.
The lease is $600 per month. A mo-
tion was made by Callihan and sec-
onded by Beck to accept and sign the
contract. Roll call:  Commissioner
Poindexter-yes: sioner

lihan-yes; and Commissioner Beck-
yes. Mnllnn carried.

AGENDA #11- A motion was made
by Commissoner Calian and see
onded by Commissioner Beck to
approve a Delaware County Com-
missioner Utility Permit (Road Bore),
issued for CoxCom, LLC, located at

(Continued on page 8)

OKLAHOMA
CLASSIFIED
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FOR MORE INFO CALL
1-888-815-2672
WANT TO BUY

OLD GUITARS WANTED! LARRY
BRINGS CASH for vintage USA
quitars, tube amps, banjos, mandolins,
etc. Fender, Gibson, Martin, Gretsch,
others. or text 918-288-2222
wwwstringswest.com

NEWSPAPER FOR SALE

AWARD-WINNING WEEKLY community
newspaper in Stephens County for sale.
Contact Todd at 580-641-6356.

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE

Put your message where it matters most
~ IN OKLAHOMA NEWSPAPERS. We
can place your ad in 134 newspapers.
For more information or to_ place an
ad, contact Landon Cobb at
(405) 499-0022 or tollree in OK at

1-888-815-2672.
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10. Far reaching

14, Gyro holders

15, 2-D measure

16. Balm ingredient

17. Golf bag collection

18. Mattress part

19. Polish lancer

20. Robin Cook novel

21, Drape

22, Aida location

23. Dog nail

25. Close in time or place

27. Apply butter

30. Carriages drawn by bullocks

34. Echo was one

35, Cornea irritant

38. Crude grunt

39. Amusing activity

40, One travel class

43. Hindu Mr.

44, Blasting material

45, Auspice

46. An anesthetic

48. Office sycophant

51. Barrister

52. Bee, to Opie it

54, Fairylike being

55. Bit of mischief Down

58. Contained 1. Big story

60. Capitol topper 2. Novice

64, Charisma 3. Bit for Fermi

65. Give up 4, Cureall

66. European viper 5. 19th of 26

67. Blue vessel 6. Brilliant bird

68. Carbamide 7. Anemic's supplement

69. Everett of "Citizen Kane" 8. Be amonarch

70. Early Icelandic poems 9. Actor Kilmer

71. Care for 10. Solo player Robert

72, Bovine groups 11. Co-fighter
12. Barin the tub
13. Bivouac setup
21. Came down with
22. Big head
24, Put on board
26. Agenda component
27, Piano, to a pianist
28. Cut back
29. Budget items
31. Overly enthusiastic
32. Bein unity

Bake, in a way
. Apple pie pro
Indivisible

. 2,000 pounds
Hartford's st.
2001, e.q.

. Tomorrow in Tijuana
Arctic diver
Blazed a trail
At that place
Entreat

Do road work
Felt sorry
Extra dry
Biblical garden
Bouquet

Drink of old
Aquatic eagles
Cry on a set
Blond shade

Turn in a spinning motion

9

2

819
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Sudoku uses pure logic and requires no math to solve. It is a
based on a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The
object is to place the number 1
row, each colum

puzzle

to 9in
n and each 3x3 box contains the same number only once.
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the empty squares so that each
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prior Lo press time came on
Monday. Jan. 12.

“Today brought so much
hope. We officially stepped
down from PICU 10 Level
2, ond ihat alone feels like a
huge nnswered prayer. We're
now  waiting on  Riflen's
swallow study, which should
be done tomomow moming
once it's scheduled. Those
results will tell us when and
how we can begin ol feeds.

“Physical  therapy
occupational  therapy  have
stined  working  with  him,
and secing those little sieps

and

d from pe. 1)

forwand means more  than
I can explain. We've also
bumped up to Box feeds,
which feels like another big
win, But the bipgest moment
of the day was getting to
take tums holding him agin.
Fecling his weight in our
arms after everything we've
been through was something
"1l never forget.

“There’s still a lot ahead
of us. We were told there's
a strong possibility that after
discharge here. Riflen may
be imnsfermed o OKC for
inpatient physical therapy at

Bethany, though nothing is
confirmed yet. Doctors are
estimating phout one  more
week nt Saint Francis, give or
take a day or two, depending
on his progress,

“Through it all, the prayers
wre definitely working. | just
know it We are so grateful
for every single one of you
walking this journey with
s

These interested in
suppenting  the  Thomas
family can make o donation
m gofund me/ 35841 Idee,

Dolly (¢
Eardy Childhood Center and
the Grove Lower Elementary
School will distribute sign up
Ayers 1o parents. The Grove
Upper Elementary plans 10
celebrate with dressing up,
snncks, and reading aloud on
Maonday.

The hope is W use o
day to honor Dolly Parton’s
commitment 1o literacy
nd children through  the
Imagination Library, which

d from pg. 1)

provides free books to young
children and helps foster a
lifelong love of reading. Dolly
Parton’s Imagination Library
s a book-pifting program
that mails free. high-quality
books o children from birth
to age five, regandiess of their
Family’s income.

Grove Rotary Club finds
cligible ids and pays for
this program for all familics
in Deloware County. The

site for parcnts or puan
o register for free books
from  Imagination  Library
15 ImaginationLibrary.com.
They may also register in
person by completing o
printed form at area libraries.
The goal for this Dolly Day
is 1o increase a
those parcats who haven't
heard about the free books
that ore delivered right their
mailbox every month.

areness for

Oklahoma 2026 election year expected

to be one of busiest in state history

Oklahoms voters are gear-
ing up for what promises
to be one of the most active

m 2026, with a large number
of federal, ststewide and leg
slative offices on the ballot
and an unusually high num
ber of candidates declaring
their mientions 1o run.

In addition 1o the pover-
nor's rce, volers will choose
candidates for ULS. Senae
and all US. House scats
Statewide exccutive offices
wclude governor, lieuterant
governor, attorney  peneral,
stife  Ireasurer, superinten-
dent of public instruction,
stote auditor and inspector,
commissioner of labor, ins

ange and one

sures will appear on the ballot
as well.

Several high-profile mces
are open because incumbents
are ferm-limited or secking
other affices. Governor Kev-
in St is terme-limited and
cannol run for a third term.
Licutenant  Governor  Matt
Pinnell is also term-limited.
Many legislative scals ane
open due 1o retirements or of-
ficeholders seeking higher of:
fice, leading to a wave of new
candidates al the state level.
Term limits, combined with
retirements and competitive
primaries in both major par-
ties, have contributed 1o the
lorge number of candidates
secking office in 2026,

coTporation commission seat.
All 101 seats in the Oklaho-
ma House of Representatives
aned 24 of 48 seats in the stale
Senale will also be contest-
ed. Judicial and local offic-
s, school bonnds, municipal
offices und local hallor mea

kst file dunng
the official  filing  period,
which mms April 1 through
Agril 3, 2026, from 8 a.m. 10 5
pum. each day. All candidares
for federnl, stute, legislative
and judicial offices must sub-
mit a noturized declamtion
of candidacy abong with the

required fee or petition. Late
or incomplete filings are not
aceepted by law.

The primary clection is
scheduled for June 16, 2026
If no candidate receives a
majority in a primary, a run
off will be held on August 25,
2026, The peneral election
will ke plice November 3,
2026, Oklahoma's primarics
are closed, meaning only vou
ers registered with a political
panty may vode in thot porty’s
primary or runoff.

With so many key races, in-
cluding multiple open se:
the top of the ticket and & full
slate of legislative contests,
2026 is expecied 1o break
recards for candidute partici
pation and voler engagement
in Oklahoma. Reid Newspa-
pers will serve as a trusted
source for election coverage
and information, helping vor
ers make educated decisions
about the issues and leaders
that affect their li

Lawsuit over Will Rogers
Turnpike continues

Tres Savage
NonDoc.com

Rogers County Associnste
Diistrict Judge Sue N nied
the  Oklahomn 1

Authonty's and Department
of Transporiation’s motions
o dismiss a  lawsuit @
lawsnit over the Will Rogers
Tumpike filed by anomeys
Stratton Taylor and Kevin
Easley Jr. on behalf of former
Sen. Kevin Easley Sr. The
suit alleges the state agencies
violated a 2000 statute that
Toylor and Easley argue
requires pant of the mmpike
10 be a free rod,

Both agencies filed lengihy
mations to dismiss the elaim.
bt Nigh disagreed with their
reasoming and has allowed
the case o contine.

“The coun finds, when
taking all of the challenged

pleading’s allegations
together with all reasonshle
inferences that can be drawn
from them, the plaintifl has
sufficiently identified causes
of action to which he may be
entithed 1o refief,” Nigh wrole
in her Dec. 16 order.

The order allows the case 1o
continue at the district courl.
Both OTA and ODOT filed
answers Jan, 5, denying most
of the allegations in the initial
petition.

“This doesn't mean we've
won the case, but it does
mean we Can now  reguire
the Turmpike Authomity and
ODOT 10 produce documents.
which we believe will show
they have known and even
admitted for yenrs that the
tumpike by law should be
a free moad once the new
Highway 20

imerchange

connected 1o the Will Rogers
Tumpike,” Easley Jr. said
in o press release. “We'll
now procecd to gerting the
documents  and

lestimony

from the Turnpike Authority
and ODOT prove  our

case.”

Taylor (D-Claremone )
served in the Oklahoma State
Senate from 1982 until 2006
when term limits prevented
him from nimning again. He
was the Senote’s president
pro tempore from 1995 10
2003, Easley Sr. (D-Tulsa)
also served in the Legislature
from 1985 1o 2004, first in
the House of Representatives
and then in the Senate. The
wwo have now put themselves
in the relatively unusual
position of suing to enforce
stathutes they helped pass.
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