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LEGAL NOTICES

Putnam City district’s first charter school
to offer English-Spanish immersion

IN AND FOR THE
DISTRICT COURT OF
OKLAHOMA COUNTY

STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF PATRICIA GERALDINE KING,
Deceased

CASE NO. PB-2025-1456

ORDER AND NOTICE FOR
HEARING APPLICATION
TO VACATE DISCHARGE,
AND TO VACATE ORDER
ALLOWING FIRST AND
FINAL ACCOUNT, PETITION
FOR DETERMINATION OF
HEIRS AND DECREE OF
DISTRIBUTION OF ESTATE
AND
APPLICATION TO RESET
HEARING ON FIRST AND
FINAL ACCOUNT, PETITION
FOR DETERMINATION OF
HEIRS AND DECREE OF
DISTRIBUTION OF ESTATE

NOW, on this 23rd day of June,
2026, John Richard King having
filed in this court his Application to
Vacate Discharge and to Vacate
Order Allowing First and Final
Account and Petition for Judicial
Determination of Heirs and for
Decree of Distribution of Estate,

IT IS ORDERED AND NOTICE
IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the said
Application to Vacate and to Reset
Hearing on First and Final Account,
Petition for Determination of Heirs
and Decree of Distribution of Estate
be and hereby is set for hearing on
the 14th day of July, 2026, at the
hour of 9:00 o’clock a.m., and all
persons interested in the Estate are
notified to appear and show cause,
if they have any, why the requested
relief should not be granted.

Isl Karen Aguilar
JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT
COURT

David A. Carpenter, OBA #1498
Grant A. Carpenter, OBA
#32368

Carpenter Law Firm

1437 S. Boulder Avenue, Suite
1200

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74119-3636
(918) 298-1001

Attorneys for Personal
Representative

(Published in The Tribune July
3 and 10, 2026)
LPXLP

IN THE DISTRICT COURT
WITHIN AND FOR
OKLAHOMA COUNTY
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

INTHE MATTER OF THE ESTATE
OF NANCY JANE WILLHOITE,
DECEASED.

PB-26-656
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To Creditors of Nancy Jane
Willhoite, deceased:

All creditors having claims
against Nancy Jane Willhoite,
deceased, are required to present
the same, with a description of
all security interests and other
collateral (if any) held by each
creditor with respect to such claim,
to Administrator Phillip Willhoite
at the office of Jacob Johnson,
Legacy Law Firm Tulsa, PLLC,
6819 E 80th St, Tulsa, OK 74133
on or before the presentment date
of September 1st, 2026 or the
same will be forever barred.

Respectfully Submitted,

Is/ Jacob Jonson

JACOB JOHNSON OBA #36680
6819 E 80th St, Tulsa, OK 74133
P: (605) 691-3262
jacob@legacylawfirmtulsa.com
Attomey for the Administrator

(Published in The Tribune June
26 and July 3, 2026)
LPXLP

Kevin Eagleson
Nondoc.com

In an effort to meet
a growing need in the
northwest portion of the
Oklahoma City metro,
Putnam City Schools has
approved a dual-language
immersion charter school
to open for the 2027-2028
school year. The effort
stands as the first charter
school authorized by the
Putnam City Schools
Board of Education and
an attempt to embrace
the district’s continued
diversity.

Puentes y Puertas
— Spanish for “bridges
and doors” — has been
the long-running dream of
founder Robert Ruiz, who
said “a lot of thought and
a lot of intentionality” has
gone into the project.

“It has been a very
exciting process, a lot
of work,” Ruiz said.

“We started this process
many, many years ago. In
fact, some of the initial
conversations of this
school happened over 10
years ago.”

Those initial
conversations coincided
with apparent growth in
the district’s Hispanic
population. For the
2025-2026 school year,
Putnam City Schools
reported having 7,524
Hispanic students
enrolled, according
to data available from
the Oklahoma State
Department of Education.
With a total enrollment of
18,122, that means 41.5
percent of the district’s
population is Hispanic.
The district had 5,475
Hispanic students nearly
a decade ago in the
2016-2017 school year,

a 28.1 percent rate when
total enrollment equaled
19,475 students.

“Since maybe 2022,
somewhere along there,
our demographics
changed,” said Judy
Mullen Hopper, a
member of the Putnam
City Schools Board of
Education. “[Nearly a]
majority of our students
are Hispanic, so you could
see a drastic need for
that.”

In its first year, the
public charter school will
serve pre-kindergarten,

kindergarten and first-
grade students, with a
goal of adding a grade
each year through fifth,
and then expanding to
middle school. The school
is set to launch with an
80:20 language model

in early grades with an
emphasis on Spanish,
while gradually shifting to
a 50:50 model.

Ruiz explained that
students from Spanish-
speaking households can
find it difficult to keep up
with their peers in terms
of learning English, let
alone other subjects.

“As those students
attain English language
competency, if they are
able to attain it, they are
falling behind in most of
the other courses,” Ruiz
said. “We went through
a community design
process. But as we were
talking about the design
of our school, parents
were really telling us,
‘Math is math. Science is
science, right? If a student
is coming in, why could
they not continue to learn
math and science in their
native language?’ I know
some of the answers (to)
‘why,” because sometimes
schools lack the resources
of people to do that.”

At Puentes y Puertas,
Ruiz said English-
language learners —
known as ELL students
— will be positioned

to grow their English
language skills while
continuing to study their
native language.

“It is difficult to be
literate in a foreign
language if you are not
literate in your native
language,” Ruiz said.

Puentes y Puertas Board
member Hilda De Leon
Xavier was involved in
the “community design
process,” and she said
“the community is very
happy.”

“I wanted the whole
world to know about it,”
De Ledn Xavier said.
“Even professors from
other schools, they send
me private messages
(asking) about how can
they get involved.”

In a LinkedIn post
about the school, De Ledn
Xavier said she fell in
love with the vision for
the school six years ago
when she learned about its
prospect.

“I feel incredibly
happy because, together
with them, we are also
making history for our
community,” De Leon
Xavier wrote. “I hope
many of our children will
attend this school.”

‘Surpassing their
monolingual peers’
If all goes to plan,
Puentes y Puertas will
become one of only a
handful of schools in

Oklahoma leaning into

a dual-language model.
Originally authorized

by OKCPS but now
authorized by the state,
Western Gateway is a
dual-language immersion
school teaching

English and Spanish in
southwest Oklahoma
City. In Norman, Le
Monde International
School is an English,
French and Spanish
immersion school. In
Tulsa Public Schools,
Zarrow International
School teaches English
and Spanish, while
Eisenhower International
School pairs English
education with Spanish
and French tracts. This
fall, OKCPS is reopening
Adelaide Lee as a dual-
language school.

At Puentes y Puertas,
Ruiz said academics
will be centered
around biliteracy and
bilingualism.

“What that means is
that, whether you are
coming in speaking
English or you are coming
in speaking the partner
language — which in
this case in going to be
Spanish — you will
basically have an additive
process to learning both
languages,” Ruiz said.
“All the study and all
(of) the academics are
centered around biliteracy
and bilingualism. But

Provided
Robert Ruiz, right, helps lead a community discussion about the develoment of Puentes y
Puertas on Saturday, Nov. 16, 2019.

at the beginning of the
process, the students
will have a little heavier
emphasis on the partner
language, mostly because
they are already getting
quite a bit of a dose of the
environmental language.
So in this case, since
we are in the (United
States), the environmental
language is English.”
Ruiz said the framework
should help students with
science and math, as well
as English learning and
literacy — a key topic in
the education and political
realm over the past year.
“When we are thinking
about early literacy and
phonics, there are a lot
of things that transfer, or
knowledge that bridges,”
Ruiz said. “So if you
learn math, if you learn
science in Spanish, all of
that knowledge is going
to bridge with you into
English, right? And vice
versa. In Spanish, one of
the few things that does
not bridge are the actual
phonics. But the concept
of phonics does bridge.
And phonics is actually
a little easier in Spanish,
and super important for
the science of reading. So
then, as students learn the
concept of using phonics
in order to be able to read
and have that literature
component, then they are
able to use that concept of
phonics.”

Western District of Oklahoma cases filed
as part of national healthcare fraud takedown

This week, United States Attorney Robert
J. Troester announced criminal charges
against two defendants and the filing of
a separate civil case, both in the Western
District of Oklahoma, in connection with
the Department of Justice’s 2026 National
Health Care Fraud Takedown.

“Fraud against federal health care
programs ultimately harms both taxpayers
and the individuals these programs are
designed to serve,” said U.S. Attorney
Robert J. Troester. “Through this
national initiative, the Department of
Justice and its partners are committed to
holding accountable those who allegedly
undermine the integrity of our health care
system.”

“The Defense Criminal Investigative
Service (DCIS) is committed to protecting
TRICARE, the U.S. Military’s healthcare
program, from fraudulent schemes that
harm its beneficiaries and waste critical
taxpayer-provided resources,” said
Special Agent in Charge Chad Gosch,
Department of Defense Office of Inspector
General, Defense Criminal Investigative
Services Southwest Field Office. “These
indictments are the result of a strong
partnership with the U.S. Attorney’s Office

for the Western District of Oklahoma to
tirelessly pursue companies and individuals
that seek to enrich themselves at the
expense of our military members and U.S.
taxpayers.”

National Initiative

The cases announced today are part of
a strategically coordinated, nationwide
law enforcement action that resulted
in charges against 455 defendants,
including 90 doctors and other licensed
medical professionals, for their alleged
participation in health care fraud and
opioid abuse schemes involving over
$6.5 billion in false claims and significant
patient harm, including death. Today’s
Takedown represents a new era in federal,
state, and international cooperation
to combat health care fraud: cases in
56 federal districts and 45 U.S. states
and territories, with 50 state Medicaid
Fraud Control Units participating, the
most in Department history. In addition,
unprecedented international cooperation
over the two-week Takedown resulted
in the apprehension and return to the
United States of the following health
care fraudsters: one defendant in Kyrenia

in connection with an over $3.7 billion
scheme; two defendants in Estonia in
connection with a previously charged
$10.6 billion scheme; and, in the
Philippines, one of FBI’s Most Wanted
Fraudsters in connection with a previously-
charged $1.2 billion telemedicine fraud
scheme. The Takedown involves the
cutting-edge use of data analytics to target
the worst actors; the seizure of over $182
million in cash, luxury vehicles, jewelry,
and other assets; and full-spectrum
accountability for all criminal actors from
doctor’s offices to corporate boardrooms.

Today’s coordinated enforcement action
involves a whole-of-government approach,
including:

Actions by the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services (CMS) to suspend
1,079 providers and revoke billing
privileges for 1,403 providers.
48 Civil Monetary Payment settlements
amounting to over $73 million, over 1,400
provider exclusions, and 25 actions by the
U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, Office of Inspector General
(“HHS-OIG”) under the Civil Monetary
Penalties Law seeking more than $10
billion in payments to the Medicare Trust

Fund from payments that CMS caught and
suspended before the funds were paid to
the fraudulent providers.

Civil charges against 13 defendants for
$14.8 million in health care fraud schemes,
as well as civil settlements with 31
defendants totaling $23 million.

928 administrative cases by the Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA)
seeking the revocation of authority

to handle and/or prescribe controlled
substances since October 1, 2025.

Western District of Oklahoma Cases

The following cases were brought in the
Western District of Oklahoma:

United States vs Stewart Johnson and
Stephen Johnson — Stewart Johnson, 72,
and Stephen Johnson, 47, of Lawton,
Oklahoma, were charged by Indictment
on June 16, 2026, with conspiracy to
commit wire fraud, wire fraud, and money
laundering in connection with a scheme
to defraud TRICARE of more than $27
million. As alleged in the Indictment,
the Johnsons operated a durable medical
equipment company named Combined
Home Medical Equipment that offered
Continuous Positive Airway Pressure
(“CPAP”) machines.



